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1485-1688

Tudor Life

The time of the Tudors marked a golden age not just of literature but of ornamental

art and craftwork. For an elite, at least, life was now affording little luxuries - and
leisure time, whether for private hobbles or social fun.

B Coins from: thee eeign of Heney VIl Tound aboard the
wneck of his lagship, the Mane Rose. which sank in 1545

B Commemarative coin minied to mark Cueen EBlizabeth’s
recovery fnom smallpox in 1562 = epresented here a5 the
it of & posionods dnate [ Giranel ring veth inerdockid
Pands from the 15th century & ghen 2 2 ioken of love
and fidelity. Typically, 2 couple would each wear maiching
rivggs. [l Posy rieg made of gobd with the mscripton 7 e
ey cheoice”. B wins dieiigned 5 2 gt for 2 sweethoart of
spoise. [l Pewter hadge shaped & a rone, € 1500 These
e it By pesiplie whd resdimand ity Beom Hiendy W11
I Armadia jeveed ¢ 158550 with  minkature of Elzabet |
by Michodas Hilliard on the innex lid and e Tudce sose on
e oty lid. This porirait was made [ commemiiate the
Englsh vidory over the Spansh Armada and was mounted in
a gold locket. [l Walch set in emesald, © 1610, Al the Leme,
wistthes vwere presitipe e and ther dits did nol regrider
reanutes of seconds, [ Lesther shoe i a shyle tygscal of the
warby Tudor pesod. Miore degant and elaberale foohaeal
woulld hene been wom at court. The Exshion foe wide shoes
beecamie 30 pronounted that, undisr Henry Will, 2 statule was

passed Emising ther width to 150m (6], [l Boee dice
dating fo the eary 15005 These are weighled with deops

o meercuny for Sraudulent gambling e and some ane
mcomecty numbered for the sime purpose. [l Tennis ball
of the Tudor penod made o tewn leather and filed vt
hait. Al the lizne, hening was played in an enclosed gourt

W ‘Gaming purse mads of leather and sk that would bave
e worm g frioen the cwner's bedt by beather thongs.
[B Emtwoidened chasubbe = the colourful outer vestment
wecen by i officiating diergyman - embroidensd wath the
Tudar poe i flowvers £ 1555, [ Glxis-and-sibeer tankard
froim 1546, ubed Iy Sar Wallam Lord P of Horton, one ol
Henry Vll's courtiers. [ Pendand enamelied reliquany
croess of the 166 century, Il Glowes: masde of leather with
embidered gauntets from the 17t century. Il Shoe
hom made of coveshom and decorated with a shionatdy
deied e fguee of the Tudor period. [ Celebration
Couplets wedlin in hosour of Henny VIl in 1516 A castls

o sumoundid by sea, whie B red dragon suggests the
Tudoes' Welsh roots and the white greyhound of Richmond
repeesents Henny Wirs father, Edmund Tudar,
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DECISIVE MOMENT 2-6 September 1666

The Great Fire of London

This great conflagration decimated 80 per cent of the City of London,
destroying familiar landmarks. New buildings would fill the gaps,
including Christopher Wren's St Paul's Cathedral, transforming the
skyline, and establishing new building patterns and standards that

helped to create modern London.

n ¥ September 1666, lamous
0 diarist Samuel Popys cimbed the

nenver ol AN Hallows Church,
close by his home in Seething Lane,
and beheld a terriying sigha: raging fire
as far as he could see. It secms the fire
Hirst sparked imee like in the =mall howrs
of Sunday 2 September 01 Thomas
Faryness bakery i Pudding Laie, mear
Lomdon Bridge. By the Bollowing day,
it had advanced west and north. King
Charles 11 tasked his brother, the Duke
ol York, with controlling the fire-
fighting operation = there was no
arne fiee service a1 this time,

The susnmser had been hot and dry,
the level of the River Thamses was low,
and a brutal wind blesw from the cast.
Closely packed buildings, many largely
timbser, casily canught fire, For days,
ghe Mames ripgsed doswnn marnosw,
Eisliieg siiecls and Dhtoagh wooden
warehsuses stulled with flammables
such as oll, brandy, and plich,

Buildings were pulled doswm and
Blown up with gunpowder 1o provide
windbreaks. On 4 Sepembss, old
51 Pauls wwas engualbed and s lead poal
medied “donvin the sinects ina stream ™.

according to diarist John Evelyn.
Many of Lomdon’s hysterical citizens
suspevted arsan, Some JociEners Were
Iymelsed and the Spanish amshassador
gave refuge to oihers. The flee was
finally extinguished on 6 September.
The nexd year, it was of Ecdally decared
an accident caused by the hand of God,
sl aid wind

A new city
Afver the dissster, Christopher Wren,
Jahin Evelyn, and Robert Hooke
presenied the King with ambitiouws
Febaiilding plans, Wren wanted 19 pakse
a magnificert Renatssapce dy with
wide streets, bt his ideas were deemed
s oo by and impraciical. The new diiy
arvese slowly om the old plan, with some
wider sirevts, new sewers, and (lor the
Brst lime) pavements. Buildings were
made of brick rather than woos,
Wren's 51 Paud's Cathedral, comipleted
im 1711, became amse of the worlds
moed=admdred bulldings. Along with his
Jodmly designed manument o the fire,
and o nmumber of satelline chiurches, hae
Bl ped to shape the Ciry's new prolile
and create an iconic skyline,

“The churches, houses, and all
on fire and flaming at once; and
a horrid noise the flames
made, and the cracking of
houses at their ruins.”

SAMUEL PEFYS'S DIARY, 1666

Thee fire by night

This. ey, o] Mo o e cof ot o Pl
vt crdbed by |-ty Dok St st Lieve
‘Ferudhueer (. BES0=E5]. Mary conbeTIDOCETy PG
Sephred e e, prowdeng hedorar meh 51
ampariant strand of ewdenoe bor whisl happenesd

e g







Iron Age Britain

The Iron Age, which began around 800 ece, witnessed a
gradual political consolidation. The warrior elites dominated
the countryside from their hillfort strongholds. They also
maintained strong links with their European counterparts,
which ultimately proved to be their undoing.

o Agre began in Britain,

thae

Tin mising in Cormmalll contributed to the
Estroduction of breaie - &s alley of tin
and copper - B0 Brithin arsund 2300w, and
bruerking arrived from Europs in 10008,

ARRIVAL OF IRON-WORKING

I, The
il by these

ihe

] q The area in square kilsmeire
= (7 squane milet) enchosed
bealnd the dedensive sartbworks ol
the Irem Ape settbemeal ab Colcbester.

elites al 1
many al th

Hillforts and fields
12 unad AiHbmcr




Dreveloped hillborts

4T

ug o Ik
125 acres). Evidence o
storage Mis and dwellings
ab some, indiading

Diase baire saigiests tha
ey st pormanently
eocipied amd not just used
as reluges b timses o
danger. The huge resources
necesary 1o bualld and
maingain such structures
insdicate that i this phase
ol the lron Age, kings and
chieliains exercised grest

power, althouagh the presence

ol a large numbser of hilllosts
psinds 6o Uhe terrilorics tha
they rished over belivg Gaille
siall. Mol evepyone lived in
hillbarts, though, and other
smaller enclosures and open
settlements have been found
in their vidnity. In casten
England and Fas1 Anglia

very leww Billtoms have been
Idenpified, amd on the Atlannic
Iringes «f Britain, loniled

“The island is thickly
populated and it is
extremely cold”

HODORUS SICULUS, LIBRARY OF WORLD HISTORY, 15T CENTURY ece

homiesteads rather than
hillforis made up the main
delensive strudtures,

The divisson of the land
into felds eontinged
through this period and,
alihough there were
variatbons in different pants
of Tritain, mosl peogple
derived thefr sustenance

Tromm barley, spelt, o

enmmet whear, with canle

providing the hualk of the
meat ihat was corsumed.

Surprisingly, even in river

and coastal arcas, fish

Maved a comparatively

amaall wole i the British

Iran Age dict

The spread
of iron-working
Altleanagh the techndques ol
fran-warking had reachod
Hritain by about | 000 ecw, i
was orly around 2iecr that

Shichl. with stylined binds in
the cemiral eoumndel, showed

which swere essential features of
Celtic an of this time.

Trade and grave goods

The Do Age cliles also took
advantage of mereasing eade
conmecions with continental
Evraps, particularly with regard
1o luxury goods, which induded
amber, glass, and coral, The main
aveniges of tenle weee acrss the
English Channel 1o nonherm
Evraps and along the Azlamiic
coarstlines as far as Iberia. s

also [rom this time ghal the first
wiilten aocounts of Frilsin appear,
ifchiding those by the Greek
adventarer. Pyiheas of Masilia
iMarseilles). He vistied the klands
im armumd 320rcr and called them
Pretianis, a mame which, modified
imtor Britannia and then Britain, has
suarvived ns this day

Horsed heimet

This brosune bt Found in e Eiver Tharmes roar
Wik ncas s Trom B ke 19 CRstay T
1 ey woell e B mmade spicicaly 3 0 VOINVE
b, rahet thae bt merareng of The- Bxheiorid

1 the tin required Tor making bronae,
afded this spread, and iron axelwesds,

. afid ol Do fiafe CofEai
sdogical linds dating lrom
aroursd Tsce onwards.

The appearance of iron weapaons and
thi number of hillkorts has been taken
by archavologists 1o mean that ron Age
Eritain was donsinated by the avagrior
elig. wwhe paged N iregient Bron Age burials svere ol
warlare and makding. Scanered finds of surprEsingly maoden; leam areund
weapons, and evidence of burning or A0 pew barrows went o of lashion
In some areas, such as Yorkshire, the
worpse was placed with the body Dexed
iThe legs bent) and with comparatively
leaw grave goasds, Sodnie mohcs graves
imcluded iron swerds and spears lor the
men and jewellery Bor the women,
while a few spedaoular graves of the
Srd century sce comtained the remains
o chardots, Elsewhere, the aormal
e of disposal was excarmation
peither leaving the baady to b
scavenged by wild aninwls or removing
the flesh belore burdal). By around

desiruction ai siies such as Danebury,
fogether with the Lster evidence of
writers ab the time of the Roman
invasions of Britain in the 191 cenfury s
amidl |58 ety e, tend to confinm this
imipressban, Finds of large canlddrons
and cauldeon chains at hillfon sites are
akso suggestive of a sedety that placed
value om leasting, paossihly for Arualisiic
reasons, bl akeo to establish the
primacy «f the king or chécluain, ihe
Seast-giver, In their weaponey 1oa, the
Iron Age warriors shoved thedr love of
display. Sswords of the 3rd cenfury s
{ithe weapon had Ballen out al Lashion
i the preceding centuries) showed
Lavish adofnment and ineicale
curvibinear designs, Misch of the
decoratbon shows evidence of the
indluence of the La Téne auliures of
northern Europe. These and the
intricale smamentation on finds, such
as the Battersea Shicld and the Wirtham

Iron Age bench
From e & century B, Lage s0undhoute iowers

a bove of curves and flowing Bnes,

the meial really came 1o be
more widely wsed. The greater
availabdlity ol iron e compancd

krowam: 2, Bwochs bengan 1o appesar in The Sooffeh e
Theey were jperd ressdence andd part ot Thes one o
Whtnriah iy it Sty o e 1ha 20 (G0AL) Begh

Arream

Asthe 2nd century s progressed, ceatres
even larper thaa hillorts began to be
built, mirrering developments in Europe.
AL the ame tme, mbernaSional trade in
Erilain alo increased.

i<jcg THE DEVELOPMENT OF OPPIDA
= Largex cenires, calied oppads, from the
Lastin wome] dor “Bown”, were defended
by complen sarthworts. Some had ther
owm s dor e peaduscien of comfr
Thes permanent popalatisas,
hervves, Mgy i have Ben brge and
they ponupend 3 mikce prognd betwen
hilblorts and troe owr, The Legest
eppicky o Colcheien was & royal gentre
i ool Ly bupgiperot b O Tare
Town i e Romam provinoe T-19 3D

INTERRATIINAL TRADE

Adier 3 histes in ade with Europe

betmeen 500wt and 150K, mew ports
weere built in the ot of England,
mchading Hengrithory Head and Pocle

Harboisr on Dorset. lmparted goods

inchuding Medsemanean
RN plm, Rakn wine, and bronoe

DACCER o
SHEATH wessehs came Through fam

HHimer, Ve pogrislition al Ericsin had
prabably reached araamd 2 million,
with the bindscape stsdded with larger
seftlemienis, induding hilflfors that
might contaim a populstion of 200 or
e, Briladn's comparative political
Bolarien wonild soomn, Rowees, orse
B Ty T, as §1s groaving wealih and
averseas Irade comaas made i an
atiractive assel io a polentlal invader.

21
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BRITISH MONARCH Born 1491 Died 1547

Henry Vil

“One of the goodliest
men... most amiable,
courteous and
benign in gesture
unto all persons.”

CHARLES BLOUNT, BARON MOUNTION, ON HIS KIRG, HENREY Vil

enry VIl i eemembered as a
grobesquie: 3 bually, a wile-killer
even; a valnglogiows iyrani

prepared o change his subjects” religion
20 thal he could have his ovwn way. The
caricature has endured because il is no
entifely e — alilsodgh B
Jusibce v the complexiny of a great king
Henry was ot alvways the bloated,
raddied old man he became. He was
athletic, artistic, amd cultivated in his
vosith. But be always had an oversized
e, & ruthdess siecak, and a ke

Lalls1a da

aunning
ol
e s

Henry's marriage 1o CJ
Aragon, coniracted jusa be
coronatbon in 15048, had been a maich
mesde nod in heaven, buk in the poligical
calculations of his father. The bride
had been the wile of Henry's brodher
Amhr, and swhen the Prince of Wales
died, Henry VIl wanted the
marineanlal bond renewed 1o

Catherine of Aragon

was his commizment (0
the Haly League with
Spain that bed to
Henry VIS attack on
Franoe In 1515, and
which in tarm sparked &
Somiish Invaskon under
the “Auld Allanoe” {see
. L %= The Scods

force was, lowever,

ca
dedeancd at the Banlke
ol Flddden

e hensively

Tough Thomases
Diespite his abuoduti=
oeal, Henry's insting
Wi AlWays b
debegate — 10 a series
mmended

of stromg:

"¥ it i P " saed Thoemss
Crommeedl, "shw pould Maee defind ol e
Feeroes of hwdorg * Henry's bnd wile
=o0d her gound sgaired the Eing math
e e, (o ek e

Anne Bobeyn Porirait of Henry VIII

Herry puriead A bt sl vears whals 2l Hirs, Fiolbew it YOURN S porial has

e i s el e ol ey bty and 1] Tovewer leed oo Empresone of Henry WL J

webelioncd, Anee coukd BD mone bieeg Set Perdand The buliah sggresmaon war Sy e, ok “' 3

e Cathwemime: bl besen able o She boo Faled
10 e b i il B

B Thae Bl s 3 mpecd o g ey
o gracttul dnd gthiets i b youth



“The King...
very long while and familiarly...
in good Latin and in French...”

VEMETIAN AMBASSADOR OM VISITIMG HENEY, 1515

LaNal

baktered moyal sut

of that of the bocal lards,

Power and prestige

though Walsey in
Bimsel! up as a o
greal |

This svas

conlscated by

Jane Seymos

Preitaagrs Hevry's Fawounte wie, kane
Wzt able 10 gawe My the e be
rawed, i Ociober 1537, Bul the
botre Edwacd! W e sily, and Lane
Yl clieed shen iy alr b vt

Thonuas Wolsey's
1 redoams el ched the ©
while his reforms 1o the justice system

rity a1 the expense

King afier Wilsey's

conversed for a

RO

Jir Bl fpoan grace. Benmyv's oavn buare T
[ disgilay wvas shaiws i be Fleld
ol the Choch of Gad (15 The spdemadid
1emis and pay =nk with bim
for his meeting als with
% 1 al Framce announsced England's
Burope.

T

s he

Mary
Eliza

diexre

wiEsld

Henry then wied Anne

Fraught relations

Hemry hadd been chafing under a papal
aui ¥ he leli exiended too lar inlo
his der ral sphere when he dashed
with B owver his marmiage |
Exasperated by Cak

o
her m

At o Cleves

vy Foiath mabe Ladid 0o b L 10
e poiirast ey proepecive hushand
had cosmmessoned from Hars Holtsn
The Soanger. The mamisge: wee never
cormarerated, a6 wir 500 i

Catherine Howard

Henry's rsieeis beefone Pt mamuge,
Camhenire W, Banspanently repeied by
bt brsbnd = mow od andl obwse & i
e how L The adulleny for whac
e ek iyt wyerd beponed Birlation

He got s way — ove
religihows setiler
bt having mamied Anne in
1533, ke bour
miore Truleful. Adter th

alwo been ploating treasen. She
jed and executed, Ireeing Henry
1o marry his mistres Jane Seymaar. She

bt diedd s
SElccesshan aj

SCCeRsnT; Catks

(Ui gen mrimely, i seems) was
unfaithilul to kim and was exeouted

HENRY Wil

Prince: Henry Sint in e for e Englsh theone.
W00 Dune 1508 Heney mmames Cahanne of

i Spaen He b omwned slongsede her o
Taresey Abbey on 24 Aee
[ BRETER, S

i o SUppar of his

Spaninh oy Wins I e Spuns
Cloth of Gold {16 Mz wosks lnter on 9 Seplember his
The msetirng place of Ny vy kit the SO0t a8 Fladcin,

i WOl aed Ky
1530 b
Foedd of the :
e 10 The "
magndoende of e bendy
i pivilioes erertid

Jumd 1520 Horey' Wreits 10 Mo

Faaroe I
salicy with St ¢ o L The
d o the Cloth of Gosd Bacomss th soene

¥ COMTEtan 1 gl fpkencioLs

Lici

[ o L vl b

gt

¥ ol centuries in the

3 e Oy
T¥ Movember 1538 For

this relstiomship no
years Anne

ped, he irnEnped

vt her, svith whom she haid

e, Thee Act ol
mied Edward his
ighter

s daughter
both retroactively

later. Henry

& July 1535 S Thee
sefusing in rerounce: Cathokosm

Mooy

a populs’ prsing aganet

Baatireg My & S0r
6 Juvvmary 1540 Heney weds Anne of €
B tha TarTiage o arvslhocl Thoeert Cromnaved]
wha araped
TH duly 1340 Horry
15 Februsry 154 Catherire Foward i

ewcuped The K W e Cathering: Fan the

Sl P

srusTuagn, i ey

W Ll

Hessarsl

Catlerine Pary

A each fod Hrary i the mamiage skab,
e Meamber W ad Jeeady bers
et wace aned w8 widows when she
mghit Herry™s eype. She oulivend the King
0 wenl o8 %0 rrurry 4 s e

1% Ly 1907 By VA1 i, gnd 55
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The Modern Monarchy

The accession of Elizabeth 11 to the throne in 1952 was greeted by optimistic admirers of royalty as the start of a second
glorious Elizabethan era. With traditional deference in dedine, the monarchy experienced a rough ride through the latter
haif of the 20th century. Hs survival into the new millennium showed an impressive ability to adapt to changing times.

P' mess Elirabet

misre than 2 méllion watched on Elabseth grasped the need for a
1%, wwith neighbours crovvding

i mooanes of thase bucky «

h and Prince FPhilip

it ween by the
im ber melgn. Soon
rked on
:which

[xr prmsess 8 sel T he evem wasa

SPEClECYIlar CosIam e ¢ it lords
irch
Priene & anil. This

ey

oy

I swwhat vwas ex
rchy th

an lwer advi

cotniries.
comaelons a0

loster a poapialag
sentiment o
loyaliy among

ol i ewveni sh class l:l--\.ll'lll'\dlllll.-’ll

ey
L! 1] sudch yallst nonse T,

were conbounded. @N i

al Wiestminster Al
however, in

televised

s Bl 0 il ber shured

&

awitly e pes

2 Jape 1953, the coromanlon

was a demonstratloen ol the posver
i coremony and moderm
ey, Three millio ole limed
ghe sireels in Ehe rain o see Elizabeth
¢ laire-tabe coasch, whille #

s by [n he

Albert, Dules of York, stonded bs

il b ret in Deernbser 1934 alier
the abdigation of his elder Bealher,
Edward VIIl 4 344-45 He book the
wegal mame Gearge VI

KING GEORGE V1
Kirg Caporne W1 was & sy ain inabion
sufiewed from 2 speech impediment

w had & sirong sesie of duty. |

e e % Tl et Gaipe

L

Slrss b R lodess weor b

reEspa and afecon

ELIZABETH'S EARLY YEARS
Genipe Wi eldes! ey Elirabeth joined
the Auxiliary Terribarial Service (ATS)

colenies, the Queens staius as head
{ state being the only surviving
icall link between the now fully

lsng-estabdishy
wis impeccably blan I
1 e rsin aliLy oF A

e fide ol & o

Family troubles

As al the ime of the abdicat
King Edvward YVIIE i 195
of the modern monarchy came from

The young monarch

O Bl i 27 s o O e o
Bt contmacon o one FREL. The iadoonad egaha
al the: mofusnchy, o the orb acd weplre
weee deplod derng e Genermons




Conoaalion souvenis

A poki-furre sarthermire leapol in Be thape of
W Fiyd CEa Wik fak ARG Ay SouAiEs
of the noronstion, The image of Basbeth on

B coach sorals her v aefve b T ATS

the tollision beivween the demands of
private like and public male, Elizabeth
Bersell. 1Bk he Lathey and grandlathser,
secmed immiane v this oonilicn ker

The success ol the
peen s Silver
labilee in 1977
demonsirated the
mation continwed
reasliness 1o celebrate
the monarchy = even il
the Sex Pistols” ifonbe piink
amlsenn God Sawe e Qs
topped the chans, The maniage
of Price Chades, the heirio the
throme, and Lady Diana Spencer
In 1981 was, like the cosonation, a
romantic spedacle for the vast majoriey
al the population, By the carly 1959405,
the messy disimegration of Chases and
Diama’s nnlon, acoempanied by delailed
revelations ol adultery by bath parties,
seroasly undermined rovalist
senfiment. With the marriages ol fwo
al Efirabwth’s other childrei, Prifoes
Anme and Prince Andeew, alio heading

“Throughout all my life and with
all my heart | shall strive to be
worthy of your trust.”

CHUEEN ELIZABETH II, RADNO BROADCAST, & JUNE 1555

persanal e was erased by the demands
of royal duty. Bust members of her family
were nol. The first crisks of the modern
manarchy concerned Elizabeth’s sister,
Priocss Margaret. She wished 10
manry Group Caplain Peter Townsemnd,
wha was divofced. The govermmenl,
the Church ol England, and the fest

o the royal tamily were united in
opposithon to the marmiage, and in
1955 Margaret calbed it off, She vwas
ol recondled, however, b a lile of
duiry, She married photogragber
Antony Armstrong-bones in 190,

‘] The number of independent
countried of which the Queen
is bhead of stabe, the largeit being
Britain, Casada, and Australia The
16 countries bave a combiaed
popelatisn of about 130 million.

drilted ino a number of ailsdrs, and
Einally divorced in 1978 This was
a loferaste of misch 10 caiae,

16 thie easly vears of Elizabeahs
reign the media was respectful amd
prateaive towards the royal Lamily,
A rare criticism of the Queen’s manner
o speaking = an article in 1957 that
desoribed her as having the manner
ol & “priggish schoalginl® - avas greened
with umited auirage by the press,
From the 1960, this delerence
progressively eroded amnd was slowly
abandumed, but this change was
slow 1o have ellest,

for divaroe. the rovals were subjeciad
1o investigation of their private bves,
persomal sttacks, and carimture. Swch
disrepute ol the monarchy had nod
been seen In Britain since the Regeney
scatdals of The early 1%h century,

The extraordinary eutposring of gl
than Tolloaved DEanas death ina car
crash on 31 Augusi 197 developed
a distinct anti-monarchist edge. The
Qrueen’s lilelong reticense amd reliance
upon frmal protocal played badly with
the public 0 the grip of beighiened
emation, Realizing thar she needed 10

Head of the Commomcahih

Thie Choeen appesrs 08 30 Asirahon poaipe temp
hom he P36l Eoabelh Sshes her iole & head ol
the: Commonaeealth most senously, frequendly vading
Cormamarmath (iurires

T raanis of beoompuets, Candh, and othir inbuies
weee bkt pubside Kemsingion Falaoe by moursen:
S Peneess Dhana’s Jeath in August 1950 The:

ey mn crisicired by mamy of Duna's sdmsen
ot o (2] ol i b0 the chinith

ponray a less alool image, Eleabeth

was soor seen chatiing with her people
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Colonial Expansion

English colonists gradually establish settlements
along much of North America’s eastern seaboard
and on many islands of the Caribbean.
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Charles 1 and Parliament

Political turbulence unsettles the country as an
absolutist King collides with an increasingly
confident Parliament.

The Civil War

Desperate terror, death, and suffering sweep across
the country as rival supporters of the King and
Parliament fight a vicious war that eventually divides
the entire British Isles.

B8 THE EXECUTION OF THE KING

The Commonwealth

As the country ceases to be a kingdom, many start to
build a better society while others feel excluded by
the righteousness of the new elite.

Scotland and Ireland Subdued
Scotland and Ireland are drawn into the
life-and-death struggle of the English Civil War,
bringing their destinies closer together.

The Restoration

The monarchy is restored, bringing fashion, fun, and
colour at first, then the King starts to revert to his
father's old absolutist ways.

Commerce and War

As the world enters a new and more dangerous age,
successive governments of England are prepared to
fight for their commercial interests.

Pepys’s London

Samuel Pepys vividly records the political gossip,
pioneering ideas, and cultural pursuits of Britain's
global commercial centre.
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Enquiring Minds

Modern science is born as new institutions and
scholars champion reasoned knowledge and
experimental methodology.
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The Glorious Revolution

Parliamentary democracy succeeds in overthrowing
James Il preventing the King's despotic attempts to
shape the religious beliefs of the nation.
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The House of Hanover
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Politics and Prime Ministers
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The Seven Years' War gives Britain control of Canada,
while the East India Company begins the gradual
British takeover of India.
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The 13 colonies of America rebel against
Britain, which fails to suppress the rebellion
in a costly and prolonged war.
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Georgian Society
In the 18th century, the better-off worked, played,
shopped — and revelled in the social season.
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Disorder and Religious Revival

Social turmoil brings crime and disorder to many
English cities, causing thousands to tum to religion
for help and guidance.

Scottish Enlightenment
Edinburgh becomes a centre for a flourishing
intellectual, scientific, and artistic life.

New Horizons in the Pacific

Voyages of exploration bring many scientific and
geographical discoveries, and help to extend Britain's
imperial horizons.
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Modernizing Agriculture
Parliamentary enclosures and landowners seeking
increased productivity transform British agriculture.

Inventors and Entrepreneurs

Invention and entrepreneurship enable the Industrial
Revolution to transform the British landscape, social
assumptions, and sense of identity.

The Anti-slavery Movement
The campaign to abolish slavery gradually succeeds
despite powerful vested interests.

Reaction to the Revolution

The British establishment worries that the revolution
in France will cross the Channel and undermine its
tradition and the rule of law.

Rebellion in Ireland
Inspired by the French Revolution, the Irish people
rise up against the British, but face defeat.

Napoleonic Wars

Britain, with other European countries, attempt to
control the vaunting ambition of Napoleon
Bonaparte, the “Little Corporal’.
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The War of 1812
Land and sea battles between the United States and

Britain end incondlusively for both sides.
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The Regency

Celebrated for its fashions, art, and architecture the
Regency and reign of George IV had political and
social repercussions.
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Steam and Speed

In 19th-century Britain, the unquenchable quest for
speed creates locomotives and ships that broaden
everyone's horizons.
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Years of Change

The Industrial Revolution brings new ways of working
that alter everything from timekeeping and housing
to family dynamics and class relations.

The Irish Famine

A potato-destroying fungus causes a widespread
famine in Ireland, which the authorities do little to
alleviate — yet a million people die.

The Triumph of Reform

As Britain's economy booms, profound reforms
take place to improve the faimess of the way
governments are elected and society is run.
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B THE GREAT EXHIBITION

The Crimean War

War with Russia dénts Britain's self-confidence and

questions its competence, while newspapermen
have a field day at the front.
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fitain becomes the worlds first industrial power,
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Scontinent and the Indian Raj becomes the
jewel in the crown.
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g many emigrants from Britain.
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% Famell and Gladstone try to get Home Rule
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Boer War
Afica plunges into a bitter guerrilla war in
hch @ much-relieved Britain defeats the Boers.

The Edwardian Age
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The Suffragettes

Parliament’s failure to give women voting rights
propels them into a campaign of demonstrations
and escalating direct action.

Trade Unionists and Socialists
Political radicals voice the concems of the working
classes, organizing their collective strength.

The Road to War

Despite Britain's economic leadership and imperial
authority, the rise of German power casts a long
shadow of war over the country.
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Britain Enters the Great War

The war that would be “over by Christmas” becomes
a terrifying stalemate of pointless trench warfare and
a merciless war of attrition.

Victory through Slaughter

With patriotism, courage, and stoical endurance,
troops from Britain and its allies finally triumph over
their German foes, but victory comes at the cost of
almost a million lives.
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The Home Front

Propaganda and censorship force British citizens to
support the war, yet the social solidarity helps to
make the country more democratic.

B WAR GRAVES

Peace and After

The enormous human cost of victory and the difficult
path to a durable peace casts a long shadow over
the disillusioned people of Britain.
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Irish independence

Southern Ireland finally gains independence from
Britain as the island is partitioned, with Northern
Ireland receiving Home Rule.

Crisis and Depression

Britain experiences the dedline of Victorian industries,
a general strike, a worldwide depression, financial
crisis, and mass unemployment.

B8 THE JARROW MARCH

Life in the Twenties and Thirties
Despite the misery of unemployment, many Britons
enjoy picture palaces, dance halls, and the wireless,
and some even buy homes and cars.

@ DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

Imperial Issues

The British Empire reaches its greatest extent, yet
it is challenged by a vigorous independence
movement in India led by Gandhi.

The Abdication of Edward VilI
A constitutional crisis is averted when

King Edward VIl abdicates, chosing love and
exile over the throne.

Slide to War
Britain tries to appease Hitler's aggressive Nazi
regime, but in the end war becomes inevitable.

Britain Alone

Britain finds itself alone in Europe as it upholds

the cause of freedom and survives through epic
endurance, loyally supported by its Commonwealth.

@ WINSTON CHURCHILL
[ THE BLITZ

Life in Wartime Britain

During the war, Britons endure rationing, air raids,
flying bombs, American Gls, evacuation, and an
all-controlling government.

i THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

An Allied Victory

Britain’s alliance with the United States and the
Soviet Union triumphs over Germany and Japan,
but the war exhausts the nation’s resources.

The Post-war Years

In 1945 the newly elected Labour government
starts to rebuild a country devastated by war and
creates a welfare state.
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The Modern Monarchy

Queen Elizabeth II's reign is long and stable, yet
witnesses great changes in the world and in the
country’s attitudes to the monarchy.

Retreat from Empire

Britain all but ceases to be a colonial power and s
Commonwealth is an international organization of
limited practical importance.

@ THE SUEZ CRISIS

The Cold War

Britain lives with the risk of nuclear

annihilation as it joins America in a Cold War
confrontation with the Soviet Union.

Never Had it so Good

Britons buy houses and splash out on cars, TVs,
and other consumer goods as their rising wages
bring security and prosperity.

Britain Goes Pop

Britain loses its stuffy image in the Swinging
Sixties with the flowering of popular culture,
fashion and music, stylish art, and loose morals.

@ BEATLEMANIA

Conflict in Society

Social and political conflicts dominate the 1970s
and 1980s as Britain experiences high inflation
and rising unemployment.

Troubles in Northern Ireland

IRA terror and the presence of British troops on the:
streets of Ulster fuels a bitter sectarianism and &
collapse of law and order.

Turn to the Right

_ Party politics assumes a more right-wing identity in

Thatcher’s Britain as wealth and enterprise replace
the belief in solidarity and security.

B MARGARET THATCHER

Wars in Peacetime

Britain defends the Falklands, British aircraft bomb
Serbia, and the country’s forces join the United
States in waging wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Facing the Future s
Globalization, Europe, and financial meltdown
are key concerns in Britain's future.

Monafchs and Rulers

Index and Acknowledgments



